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Chairman’s Chat 

 

As I write this Chairman’s Chat I have 

just returned from a visit to Newcastle 

ACA to join in their 90th birthday      

celebrations. Many friends and past 

members were attending, renewing 

memories of film making, and chatting 

with old friends and visitors from other 

local clubs. Their Chairman told us that 

the club was formed in 1927 along with 

several other clubs, but that they were 

the only club still running. We had an 

enjoyable buffet and an evening viewing some of the films that      

members had made over the years. Thank you Newcastle for a very 

good evening which made it worthwhile travelling all the way from 

Sheffield to Newcastle to meet them all.  

I also learnt about the Northeast Film Archive which is housed at 

Teesside University in Middlesbrough. It is a charity archiving films, 

digitising them and storing them in the correct temperature for future 

reference. The collection has glimpses of life in the region over the 

last 120 years. The archive also works in conjunction with the    

Yorkshire film archive which is housed at York St John’s University. I 

intend to find out more about these ventures. 

About ten years ago our then Chairman suggested that the club 

have a long weekend away together. He thought that it was time to 

meet each other out of “Club Meetings” and that we could make a 

joint film of our chosen destination,  Scarborough. Living in Sheffield, 

whichever way we go, it’s a long journey to the seaside. Plans were 

made, a B&B was found and booked and in early June of that year 

we all set off for Scarborough.  
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Areas to film were allocated, some by choice and others for a    

reason or interest, and myself, because I had English Heritage 

Membership I got the Castle and its environs. On such an exposed 

headland I was lucky it was a fine sunny day. Some club members 

took on the responsibility for putting all the different bits of film    

together to make a Club film of Scarborough. It was good to see 

members working together and enjoying social time together.  This 

later resulted in a fantastic atmosphere in the club. So much so that 

we had weekends together in Scarborough for a few years before 

changing our venue to Llandudno. We seemed to be able to find 

Wales wettest weekends and I remember one time getting to the 

top of Snowden and being unable to see anything below me as the 

damp cloud enclosed me and visibility was just about nil! 

After a couple of years of constant turmoil and upset with different 

formats not being compatible with our equipment – especially 

memory sticks, we decided we needed to get together again as we 

had in the past. After a lapse of a few years, Sheffield Movie    

Makers have just returned from a long weekend away together. 

This time we went to the Lake District. “Oh no!” said someone – 

“you know what the Lake District is like, it’s bound to rain,” but   

everyone was confounded when we had the hottest weekend on 

record this year. Amazing! But it really did cheer everyone up. 

After a boat trip towards Ambleside from Bowness, we spent some 

time observing people in rowing boats and canoes. It became very 

obvious from some of their antics that in order to get anywhere it 

was very necessary to co-operate and pull together to achieve  

success.  

Maybe this was an object lesson to us all and shows that we have 

to decide where we are going, what is our destination and all pull 

together if our clubs are to survive with the modern technology and 

access to social media favoured by the younger generation. 

Fran Haydon 
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>>> TIMELINE <<<  
The video ramblings of Michael and Linda Gough 

 
July 1

st
 2017 was a very special day for Newcastle ACA Film 

and Video Club, our Club. After many months of discussion, 
head scratching and pouring over films decisions were made 
and an event was organised to celebrate the 90

th
 Anniversary 

of the Club. We tried hard to compile a programme which 
showed how the Club was at the forefront of making amateur 
films. 

The programme included films from the first years of the Club, 
of course when there was only silent film. These films       
comprised the first part of the programme. The second part of 
the programme consisted of films bringing us up to date. 

Guests were invited and a drinks reception was provided.  
Surprising how much film makers can talk. A buffet was     
provided for the interval and again there was a great deal of 
conversation taking place. We should do this more often. We 
tend to sit silently watching films. Maybe we do appreciate 
those we see but it would be good to have the chance of    
discussing more about them and about what we would like to 
do in the future and possibly collaborate more. 

Newcastle ACA’s claim is that it is the oldest Film Club in the 
world. This claim has never been challenged.  

CUT TO MICHAEL 

Sometimes video making can be the most frustrating hobby. I 
enjoy making travel documentaries and I thought the Safari 
holiday to South Africa would provide some wonderful         
opportunities for a totally different subject. We got off to a bad 
start when our plane from Newcastle to London was delayed 
by technical difficulties and we missed the connecting flight to 
Johannesburg. Luckily we had planned a 24 hour buffer in  
Johannesburg before starting our adventuring but that was 
taken up sitting in Heathrow all day! 

Shortly after we arrived at our first game reserve we were  
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delighted to find ourselves only feet away from a pride of  
lionesses. This was what we had come for and when I 
checked the footage that night I was delighted. The next 
morning we made an early start and found a herd of          
elephants and also filmed an interview with the tracker. 
HOWEVER when I checked that footage the trusty tape 
camcorder refused to play back. It was possible that it was 
still working to record but there was no way that I could 
check that. Here we were surrounded by wonderful         
photographic subjects without a camera. 

PLAN B: Just before travelling I had bought a Panasonic TZ 
70 compact camera as a handy still camera. However it had 
a HD video option which I had briefly checked. It is a      
wonderful camera which I would certainly recommend but I 
was not expecting to be forced to use it primarily for video 
without getting used to its handling. Now it was my only 
choice. Unfortunately without a lot of practice the buttons 
were difficult to handle as smoothly as my dedicated video 
camera. My first attempt at zooms, when success was so 
essential, was not very smooth. Never mind, I changed tack 
and planned to edit to cut direct from wide angle to close up. 
Without my usual external microphone the footage was often 
marred by wind noise. Lastly with all my previous              
experiences being with tape I had no knowledge of how 
much running time I could expect from the card. My          
response was to film less excess cutaways than I usually did 
which has made editing difficult. 

Then I suddenly realised that our wonderful meeting with a 
herd of elephants had all been lost with the first camera’s 
breakdown. That really was a moment of annoyance! I had 
only taken three still photos but everyone else had still   
cameras so I emailed the group to see if I could gather 
enough photos to fill the gap. The response was great with 
photos arriving from Australia, America, Canada and the UK. 
The best surprise was to receive three short video files of the 
elephants. I didn’t realise anyone else had been taking     
video. Our saviour was mainly photographing birds but    
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luckily on that morning he grabbed a few minutes of elephants 
on the move. So now I can recreate that sequence while   
crediting others.  

I am delighted with my wildlife shots but I don’t think I can edit 
it as well as I might if nothing had gone wrong. I may be lucky 
but I suspect the results may never get entered for            
competitions but I will certainly eventually add them to any 
personal shows.  

DISSOLVE TO LINDA 

It would appear that  we are losing Clubs. Not because those 
who still attend don’t enjoy meeting and watching films but that 
seems to be where we fall down. Club members aren’t making 
many films especially films which involve groups of members 
and perhaps with the help of others outside of the club. ie.   
Actors. We are not attracting new, younger members. Those 
clubs up and down the country who still seem to be active and 
making films would appear to be keeping and gaining      
members. Is this what we need to try? 

Another alternative is doing what Dalziel Club did. In its old 
incarnation it met every week, had a committee to organise 
the programme and generally worked in the same way as 
most of our existing clubs do. This incarnation closed and a 
new group rose from the ashes called XDL. This is a group of 
old (not in age) members who contact each other when they 
have an idea and time to make a film. The result is they have 
some very good films which they enjoyed making and others 
enjoy seeing. 

Have you any ideas on how we can move forward? Do write 
and let us know if you have tried something which has worked. 

 

FADE TO BLACK 
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IAC North East Region 

Video Competition Entry Form 2018  

Title: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Run Time: _______________    Fiction                             or   Non Fiction                       

 

DVD   Standard                           Blu-ray                                AVCHD     

4 x 3 or 16 x 9 ____________        IAC Music Licence No________________  

(See rules) 

Novice Entry           A novice is defined as one who has not won any award or 

certificate in a NERIAC or Open Competition 

Only one Production per Disc with five seconds of black leader before the Title 
and any Menu removed. 

Entries not collected at the  festival cannot be returned unless sufficient return 
postage is included. 

Name/s as it is to appear on any certificate: 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________ Post Code: _____________________ 

  

Phone: ______________________ Email: ______________________________ 

I agree to the rules of the Competition and give my permission for my entry to be 

included in any show reel or public show of the competition. 

I enclose a fee of £4 for IAC Members or £6 Non Members per entry.  

Signed: ______________________________ 

All Entries to be sent by Wednesday 28th February 2018 to: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 Email: dereksc07@gmail.com 
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NERIAC Annual Competition 2018 Rules 

The Competition is open to residents and club members in Northumberland, Tyne & 

Wear, County Durham, Cleveland, Yorkshire and Humberside for videos made without 

professional assistance and not made for financial gain. 

 

There are Two Categories: either Fiction or Non Fiction. 

 

There will be a winner in each category, one of which will be the declared the winner 

of the REGIONAL SHIELD and receive a cheque for £50                                           

There is also an award for the best entry by a novice. 

 

Entrance Fee IAC Members and Clubs per video = £4 

Non IAC Members £6 Cheques payable to NERIAC 

 

More than one video may be entered, subject to the rules. 

If the entered disc does not have return postage, it must be collected at the show.     

Entry forms may be copied from Nor’Easter, or downloaded from the website: 

www.neriac.co.uk 

 

Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent by email or stamped envelope (if included). 

 

Copyright audio and visual clearance must be made by the entrant. 

IAC Music Licence Number must be quoted if commercial recordings are used. 

Captions showing a win in other competitions must be removed. 

Screen Time Each entry must be no longer than 30 minutes. 

If High Definition Discs are submitted, they must be accompanied by a standard    

definition disc, for judging purposes. 

 

Only One Entry per Disc with a five second black leader before any title and music and 

any menu must be removed. 

Clearly state on the box and entry form the format of the movie. 

 

All trophies entered in the previous year must be cleaned and returned to the secretary 

by 28th February 2018 Winning trophies must be collected at the event and will not 

be sent by mail. Any certificate awarded, but not collected at the event will be sent by 

mail. 

All Entries to be sent by Wednesday 28th February 2018 to: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent 

Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 

Email: dereksc07@gmail.com 
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NERIAC SPRING FESTIVAL 2018 

29th April 2018 

At The Cairn Hotel Harrogate 

Further details to be announced at: 

www.neriac.co.uk 

 

Starting at 2pm with Chairman’s Challenge 

(Theme:  On your Doorstep) 

Followed by the screening of  entries from the 

NERIAC Annual Competition 

(closing date 28th February 2018) 

 NERIAC AGM 

Afternoon Tea 

Further screening of NERIAC Annual Competition 

entries and presentation of the trophies 
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TEHCIE NEWS 

FREE AVID VIDEO EDITING PROGRAMME 

As mentioned in an earlier edition of ‘Techie News’ Avid have 

now launched their Avid Media Composer-First Free Video 

Editing Programme: 

To obtain a copy of this log on to the website below and view 

the tutorials. 

If you like what you see click the orange Button at the top   

right-hand side of the screen and follow the instructions.  You 

need to register and also confirm your email address before 

you can download the software. You also are required to      

answer a few simple questions. Once registered you need to 

be on line to open the software via the Avid Application 

Manager, which is automatically installed when you  

download the software.  The software is available in versions 

to run on either Windows or a Mac machine.  While not up to 

the standard of the full version of Avid Media Composer, users 

are perfectly capable of producing fully edited movies using 

the software, and it will handle 4K video. 

NOTE: You cannot install this software on a machine 

which already has the full version of Avid Media          

Composer installed. 

http://www.avid.com/media-composer-first/learn-and-support 

CREATORS UPDATE – SYSTEM RESTORE 

System restore can get you out of problems with an unstable 

system, but the new Creators Update (version 1703) for     

Windows 10 pcs which has recently been rolled out by         

Microsoft, has disabled the Automatic System restore function. 

 

http://www.avid.com/media-composer-first/learn-and-support
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To re-enable this, do the following: 

Into the start menu type System Restore, and click ‘Create a 
Restore Point’, then click Configure, ‘Turn on System      
Protection’, Click Apply then OK. 

To check your version of  Windows 10: 

Got to Start, enter About your PC, and then select ‘About your 
PC’ and details will appear on your screen for checking. 

 

TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Have you ever read the terms and conditions? Probably not. 
No one does. And so, inevitably, 22,000 people have now 
found themselves legally bound to do 1000 hours of communi-
ty service, including, but not limited to, cleaning toilets at         
festivals, scraping chewing gum off the streets and “manually 
relieving sewer blockages”. 

The (hopefully) joke clause was inserted in the terms and   
conditions of Manchester-based Wi-Fi company Purple for a  
period of two weeks, “to illustrate the lack of consumer 
awareness of what they are signing up to when they       
access free Wi-Fi”. The company operates Wi-Fi hotspots for 
a number of brands, including Legoland, Outback Steakhouse 
and Pizza Express. 

Purple also offered a prize for anyone who actually read the 
terms and conditions, and flagged up the “community service 
clause”. Just one person claimed it!! 

APPLE FREEBIE 

Previously only free to iPhones or iPads purchased after    
September 2013, the software app for iMovie, is now free to 
everyone. This only runs on a MAC system. 

SHORT OF SPACE 

Seagate are now producing 8 Terabyte and 10 Terabyte hard 
drives for  video editors who require lots of space.  Prices vary 
between £280 to £450, best to shop around for these. 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/jun/15/i-read-all-the-small-print-on-the-internet
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RECYCLE BIN WINDOWS 10 BUG   

If you are used to seeing a message confirming that you want 
to delete a file from the Recycle Bin, and the message has 
stopped being displayed this is a bug in the Creators Update 
version of Windows 10. To resolve the problem, do the        
following: 

Right Click on the Recycle Bin, and choose ‘Properties’.  
In the Properties window tick the box marked ‘Display delete 
confirmation dialogue’, Click apply followed by OK and the 
bug is fixed. 

WINDOWS DEFENDER 

Tests run have proved that Windows Defender is not 100% 
reliable.  Malwarebytes (even the free version) finds Pups 
(Potentially Unwanted Programmes) which Defender never 
sees. 

The FVM Northern News Column   
requires  a new reporter, as the current reporter is 

unable to continue after the January 2018 edition. 

Anyone interested should contact: 

Derek Mathieson for details of what is involved. 

 Email: dereksc07@gmail.com 

Or phone 01325 356140  
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The Editor always welcomes                    

contributions to this magazine 

 

Please submit articles via email in Word if possible. 

With photos as separate jpg files rather than in the 

word document. 

Email: ivorrose@gmail.com 

 
BIAFF 2018 

12-15 April 

At the Cairn Hotel Harrogate 

Hosted by the IAC Council 

Competition entry details at: www.biaff.org.uk 
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Focus on AV 

 

We’ve been committed to AV from the moment we went to a 
Great Northern Festival at Wilmslow, not that many years ago, 
and recognised its superb, creative potential. There and then 
we purchased the software used by the Wilmslow group 
(Pictures to Exe) and whilst we learned to use it, we listened to 
what experienced workers advised and we watched their work 
quietly and thoughtfully. We came to realise that the ultimate 
result should be greater than the sum of its parts. The initial 
concept must have purpose: a beginning; a middle; an end. 
The sound track is as important as the photographs: the music 
should be apt; any voice-over should enhance the creativity 
rather than state the obvious; ambient sound can help create 
an atmosphere. The photographs will be chosen to be a     
perfect picture in every way. Any video will be subtly included 
where it adds to the content (and to this end we have joined a 
local group who are experienced video workers).  Finally there 
is the RPS “touch of stardust”; that little extra something which 
everyone recognises when they see it but which is so hard to 
define. We would like to suggest that “stardust” appears when 
the author is so creatively and emotionally inspired by their 
subject that the project begins to drive itself. 

It’s a tall order to strive to achieve all of this but someone once 
said, “If you have a high aim and only achieve 75% of it, how 
much better that is than being satisfied with the mixture as   
before!” 

Our work process goes like this: write the script, find the music 
and make the sound track,  thereby imposing discipline on 
photo selection. A current joint project is about The Parc de 
Marquenterre, a bird reserve on the Baie de Somme in    
Northern France.  



15 

On our most recent visit in early May we stood there,         
surrounded by flowers, watching white storks feeding young, 
hearing frogs croaking and birds singing their spring song. We 
were literally standing in the midst of audio- visual! We’ve got 
the pictures and the sounds. We need to write the script, find 
the music and hope for the stardust to appear! 

Anne and John Harbron 

(Members of Darlington Video Makers) 

 
 

Yellow Flag Iris 

                 Cover Pictures:  

       Parc de Marquenterre 

                And Orchid 

Black Necked Grebe 

White Stork 
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NERIAC Contacts 
Chairman: 

Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk 

Secretary: 

Derek Mathieson FACI  

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Ray Henderson FACI  

25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST 

Tel: 0191 270 1005 email: ray@coopuk.com 

Council Members: 

Audrey Cutts 

Linda Gough FACI 

Michael Gough FACI (M) 

Trevor Spencer FACI 

David Whitworth FACI(M) 

Nor’Easter Editor: 

Ivor Rose FACI    

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@gmail.com 

Welcome to New Members: 

Michael Gomes,  Richard Bray,  Harold Gay, 

Brenda & Stephen Stone  
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